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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 3 March 2006 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S .C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1 through 6, 8, 10, 11, 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Lee (US Patent 6,005,923). 

4. Regarding Claim 1, Lee discloses a data access arrangement (Figs. 1, 2) that corresponds 
to the telecommunication terminal device claimed and comprises: tip (18) and ring (20) lines and 
voice lines (22) that together correspond to the network connection unit claimed with the tip (18) 
and ring (20) lines corresponding to the first and second pins claimed to which the public 
telephone network is connected (column 3, lines 64-66) and the voice lines corresponding to the 
third and fourth pins claimed through which a telephone handset (36, 224) that corresponds to 
the first external terminal type claimed is connected to the tip (18) and ring (20) lines that 




Application/Control Number: 10/685,471 
Art Unit: 2615 



Page 3 



correspond to the first and second pins claimed according to a voice relay (24, 228) that 
corresponds to part of the first switching unit claimed; a voice switch (228) and CID circuit 
switch (208) that together correspond to the first switching unit claimed and selectively connect 
the telephone handset (36, 224) that corresponds to the first external terminal type and a modem 
hybrid (204) that corresponds to the second external terminal device claimed with the public 
telephone network (column 4, lines 22-29); a two-wire connection that corresponds to the first 
external terminal connection claimed to a modem hybrid (204) that corresponds to the second 
external terminal device claimed, the two wires corresponding to the fifth pin and the sixth pin 
claimed; and a DC current sink (216) that corresponds to the feeding circuit claimed and 
produces a current flow to take the telephone line off hook (i.e., keep a current provided from the 
public telephone network flowing) (column 8, lines 16-19). That the telephone handset (36, 224) 
that corresponds to the first external terminal type claimed and the modem hybrid (204) that 
corresponds to the second external terminal device claimed are of different connection type 
interfaces is shown at least by the capacitor in Fig. 2 that indicated that the modem hybrid is of 
an AC only interface type while the telephone handset is of a combined AC and DC interface 
type. 

5. Regarding Claim 2, Lee further discloses an off hook switch (214) that with the voice 
switch (228) corresponds to the second switching unit claimed and selectively connects the tip 
line that corresponds to the first pin claimed to the voice line that corresponds top the third pin 
claimed and the DC current sink (216) that corresponds to the feeding circuit claimed (column 5, 
lines 50-53). 
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6. Regarding Claims 3 and 4, Lee further discloses a current sink loop (222) that 
corresponds to the transmission line claimed and connects the DC current sink (216) that 
corresponds to the feeding circuit claimed and the ring line that corresponds to the second pin 
claimed, with the voice switch (228) that corresponds to part of the first switching unit claimed 
selectively connecting the voice line that corresponds to the fourth pin claimed with current sink 
loop (222) that corresponds to the transmission line claimed and the CID switch (208) that 
corresponds to part of the first switching unit claimed selectively connecting the modem hybrid 
connection that corresponds to the sixth pin claimed with current sink loop (222) that 
corresponds to the transmission line claimed. 

7. Regarding Claims 5 and 6, Lee further discloses a line current sense detector (217) that 
corresponds to the external terminal detection unit claimed, is connected between the CID switch 
(208) that corresponds to part of the first switching unit claimed ad the tip (18) and ring (20) 
lines that correspond to the first and second pins claimed and detects an off-hook condition of the 
modem (i.e., whether signals are transmitted between the second external terminal device and the 
public telephone network) (column 5, lines 61-63). 

8. Regarding Claim 8, Lee discloses a data access arrangement (Figs. 1, 2) that permits the 
transmission of voice only with a telephone (36, 224) that corresponds to the first external 
terminal device claimed or the transmission of data only with a modem (14, 204) that 
corresponds to the second external terminal device claimed (column 4, lines 22-29). 

9. Regarding Claim 10, Lee further discloses the connection of the telephone (36, 224) that 
corresponds to the first external terminal device claimed in a parallel connection mode (Fig. 3, 
column 6, Unes 26-37). 
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10. Regarding Claim 11, Lee further discloses simultaneous connection of the telephone (36, 
224) that corresponds to the first external terminal device claimed and the modem (14, 204) that 
corresponds to the second external terminal device claimed (column 4, lines 22-29) in a parallel 
connection mode (Figs. 2, 3). 

1 1 . Regarding Claim 14, Lee further discloses a loop current sense (217) that detects the 
hook state of the modem (14, 204) that corresponds to the second external terminal device 
claimed (column 5, lines 61-63; column 8, lines 7-14). 

12. Regarding Claim 15, Lee further discloses terminating a modem connection (i.e., opening 
a connection to disconnect an established connection between the second external terminal 
device and public telephone network) when an extension telephone goes off hook (column 7, 
lines 48-52). 

13. Claims 8, 11 through 13, 17, 18, 22, 24, 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Gish (US Patent 5,724,554). 

14. Regarding Claims 8, 1 1 and 12, Gish discloses a modem (Fig. 1, reference 9) that 
corresponds to the telecommunication terminal device claimed and is operated according to a 
method (Fig. 2) comprising: if a serial interface that corresponds to the first external terminal 
device of a first type claimed is selected to be connected through the modem that corresponds to 
the telecommunication terminal device claimed to a telephone line (column 1, lines 30-34) that 
corresponds to the public telephone network claimed (Fig. 2, step 102, negative branch), 
establishing a serial connection interface (Fig. 2, steps 1 12, 1 14, 116; column 4, lines 7-12) 
between the telephone line that corresponds to the public telephone network claimed and the 
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serial interface that corresponds to the first external terminal device of a first type claimed; if a 
parallel interface that corresponds to the second external terminal device of a second type 
claimed is selected to be connected through the modem that corresponds to the 
telecommunication terminal device claimed to a telephone line (column 1, lines 30-34) that 
corresponds to the public telephone network claimed (Fig. 2, step 102, positive branch), 
establishing a parallel connection interface (Fig. 2, steps 104, 106, 108; column 4, lines 1-6) 
between the telephone line that corresponds to the public telephone network claimed and the 
parallel interface that corresponds to the second external terminal device of a second type 
claimed. 

15. Regarding Claim 13, Gish further discloses a gate (Fig. 1, reference 30; column 3, lines 
10-12) that corresponds to the first switching unit claimed, the output of which determines which 
connection type will be enabled (column 3, Unes 5-42). 

16. Regarding Claim 17, Gish discloses a modem (Fig. 1, reference 9) that corresponds to the 
telecommunication terminal device claimed, is used with a telephone line (column 1, lines 30- 
34) that corresponds to the public telephone network claimed and serial and parallel interfaces 
(14, 20) that correspond to the external terminal devices of different types claimed and 
comprises: an interface that corresponds to the network connection unit claimed to transmit and 
receive signals on the telephone line that corresponds to the public telephone network claimed 
(column 1, lines 30-34); a serial cable (Fig. 1, reference 12; column 3, lines 13-16) that 
corresponds to the first external terminal connection unit claimed and serially connects a serial 
interface that corresponds to the first external terminal device claimed to the telephone line that 
corresponds to the public telephone network claimed according to a gate (Fig. 1, reference 30; 
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column 3, lines 10-12) that corresponds to the first switching unit claimed being in a first state; a 
parallel cable (Fig. 1, reference 18; column 3, fines 39-41) that corresponds to the second 
external terminal connection unit claimed and connects a parallel interface that corresponds to 
the second external terminal device claimed in parallel to the telephone fine that corresponds to 
the public telephone network claimed according to the gate (Fig. 1, reference 30; column 3, fines 
36-39) that corresponds to the first switching unit claimed being in a second state; with the gate 
(30) that corresponds to the first switching unit claimed connected between the cables (18, 12) 
and the telephone fine that corresponds to the public telephone network claimed so that the 
interface corresponding to the switch state is enabled. 

17. Regarding Claim 18, Gish further discloses a modem and cable combination (Fig. 1, 
reference 12, 18) that corresponds to the connection unit claimed and comprises the interface that 
corresponds to the network connection unit claimed, the serial cable (12) that corresponds to the 
first external terminal connection unit claimed and the parallel cable (18) that corresponds to the 
second external terminal connection unit claimed. 

18. Regarding Claim 22, Gish further discloses a switch (34) that corresponds to the second 
switching unit claimed and is disposed in an electrical pathway (42, 44) between the serial cable 
(12) that corresponds to one of the external terminal devices claimed and the interface that 
corresponds to the network connection unit claimed so that in a first state (i.e., open) the pathway 
is disconnected and in a second state (i.e., closed) the pathway is connected. 

19. Regarding Claim 24, Gish further discloses a socket, pin and OR gate configuration (Fig. 
1, reference 10, 28, 30) that corresponds to the detection unit claimed and determines which of 
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the cables the correspond to the external terminal devices claimed is connected (column 3, lines 
5-42). 

20. Regarding Claim 25, Gish discloses a modem (Fig. 1, reference 9) that corresponds to the 
telecommunication terminal device claimed and is operated according to a method (Fig. 2) 
comprising: if a serial interface that corresponds to the first external terminal device of a first 
type claimed is to be connected through the modem that corresponds to the telecommunication 
terminal device claimed to a telephone line (column 1, lines 30-34) that corresponds to the pubUc 
telephone network claimed (Fig. 2, step 102, negative branch), establishing a serial connection 
interface (Fig. 2, steps 112, 114, 116; column 4, lines 7-12) between the telephone line that 
corresponds to the public telephone network claimed and the serial interface that corresponds to 
the first external terminal device of a first type claimed; if a parallel interface that corresponds to 
the second external terminal device of a second type claimed is to be connected through the 
modem that corresponds to the telecommunication terminal device claimed to a telephone line 
(column 1, lines 30-34) that corresponds to the public telephone network claimed (Fig. 2, step 
102, positive branch), establishing a parallel connection interface (Fig. 2, steps 104, 106, 108; 
column 4, lines 1-6) between the telephone line that corresponds to the public telephone network 
claimed and the parallel interface that corresponds to the second external terminal device of a 
second type claimed. Gish further discloses that a serial device cannot be connected to a parallel 
interface and a parallel device cannot be connected to a serial interface (column 1, lines 13-60). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

21. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

22. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lee. 

23. Regarding Claim 7, as shown above apropos of Claim 1, Lee anticipates all elements 
except at least an additional terminal connection unit connected to the fifth and sixth pins. Mere 
duplication of parts has no patentable significance unless a new and unexpected result is 
produced. See in re Harza, 274 F.2d 669, 124 USPQ 378 (CCPA 1960). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

24. Claims 9, 16, 19, 21 and 23 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

25. Regarding Claim 9, as shown above apropos of Claim 1, Lee anticipates all elements 
except the connections being parallel and serial, respectively. There is no teaching or suggestion 
in the reference or the knowledge of one skilled in the art to modify the device taught by Lee to 
have parallel and serial connections, respectively. As such, Claim 9 is allowable matter. 

26. Regarding Claim 16, as shown above apropos of Claim 13, Gish anticipates all elements 
except disconnecting an established connection regardless of the state of the switching unit. In 
Gish, the connection state is established solely by the state of the gate (30) that corresponds to 
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the switching unit claimed. There is no teaching or suggestion in the reference or the knowledge 
of one skilled in the art to modify the device taught by Gish to have an independent 
disconnection device. As such, Claim 16 is allowable matter. 

27. Regarding Claim 19, as shown above apropos of Claim 17, Gish anticipates all elements 
except the switching unit disposed in connection between pins of the network connection unit 
and pins of the first external terminal connection unit. In Gish, the gate (30) that corresponds to 
the switching unit claimed is not disposed in connection with the telephone line interface that 
corresponds to the network connection unit claimed. There is no teaching or suggestion in the 
reference or the knowledge of one skilled in the art to modify the device taught by Gish to make 
such a connection. As such. Claim 19 is allowable matter, 

28. Claims 21 and 23 a re allowable matter due to dependence from Claim 19. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel Swerdlow whose telephone number is 571-272-753 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday between 7:30 AM and 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Sinh H. Tran can be reached on 571-272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published apphcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
apphcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) a^8^^ 1 

Daniel Swerdlow 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2615 

ds 

17 March 2006 




